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There are many photos of  the Vietnam War, but a veteran who took photos one fatefulThere are many photos of  the Vietnam War, but a veteran who took photos one fateful

evening decided to keep them secret. He has now released them 40 years later. evening decided to keep them secret. He has now released them 40 years later. They are a set

of night-time photos that documented a short battle between a US army camp and one lone Viet Cong

sniper. For a few days, the sniper had been firing down on the camp at night from a nearby hill. After the US

soldiers were frazzled enough, they decided the next time he shot at the camp, they would open up full force

on him. This was when James Speed Hensinger got out his camera and positioned himself for the fireworks

that were about to take place.
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Setting himself up in a guard tower near the perimeter of the camp, James took his 35mm Nikon FTN camera

and got ready. When darkness came, the sniper took his first shot and that’s when all hell broke loose on the

hill. Two 7.62mm M60 machine guns shot rounds from the left and right, with one red tracer shooting every

four bullets. An M42 Duster open turret tank fired its twin 40mm anti-aircraft guns and a M2 Browning .50

caliber machine gun shot high explosive shells creating white bursts of light. James shot away with his Nikon

using long exposures between 15 and one minute long.
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Upon returning and developing the film, James was surprised at how well they turned out. He decided he

wouldn’t make them public until 40 years later – and now, with the Vietnam war in the history books, it is a

striking reminder of the raw fire power used in the conflict. When the US army sent out a patrol the next

morning, the Viet Cong sniper was never found, yet there was a blood trail leading away from the hill.

Captivating: The
UK’s Homeless in

Black & White

Bicycles: You Are
What You Ride

RECENT FROM TWITTER

searching twitter...

FRIENDS

COLORCUBIC

COLOUR LOVERS

COOL INFOGRAPHICS

DARK ROASTED BLEND

FAST COMPANY'S CO.DESIGN

FLAVORPILL

FLOWING DATA

GRAIN EDIT

GUARDIAN DATA BLOG

INFOGRAPHICS BY COLUMN FIVE

INFORMATION IS BEAUTIFUL

LIFELOUNGE

LIST25

NOTCOT

THE CREATIVE FINDER

THE INERTIA

THE WORLD BY ROAD

VBS

VISUAL.LY

WALLSTATS

WALYOU

WPBEGINNER

ARCHIVES

JULY 2013

JUNE 2013

MAY 2013

APRIL 2013

MARCH 2013

http://www.visualnews.com/2013/07/01/long-exposure-vietnam-war-photos-released/james-speed-hensinger-55/
http://www.visualnews.com/2013/07/01/long-exposure-vietnam-war-photos-released/james-speed-hensinger-65/
http://www.visualnews.com/2013/07/09/captivating-the-uks-homeless-in-black-white/
http://www.visualnews.com/2013/07/09/bicycles-you-are-what-you-ride/
http://twitter.com/thevisualnews
http://www.colorcubic.com/
http://www.colourlovers.com/
http://www.coolinfographics.com/
http://www.darkroastedblend.com/
http://fastcodesign.com/
http://www.flavorpill.com/
http://www.flowingdata.com/
http://www.grainedit.com/
http://www.guardian.co.uk/news/datablog
http://columnfivemedia.com/work-types/infographics/
http://www.informationisbeautiful.net/
http://www.lifelounge.com/
http://www.list25.com/
http://www.notcot.org/
http://www.thecreativefinder.com/
http://www.theinertia.com/
http://www.theworldbyroad.com/
http://www.vbs.tv/
http://www.visual.ly/
http://www.wallstats.com/
http://www.walyou.com/
http://www.wpbeginner.com/
http://www.visualnews.com/2013/07/
http://www.visualnews.com/2013/06/
http://www.visualnews.com/2013/05/
http://www.visualnews.com/2013/04/
http://www.visualnews.com/2013/03/


7/31/13 5:34 PMLong Exposure Vietnam War Photos Released

Page 3 of 6http://www.visualnews.com/2013/07/01/long-exposure-vietnam-war-photos-released/

FEBRUARY 2013

JANUARY 2013

DECEMBER 2012

NOVEMBER 2012

OCTOBER 2012

SEPTEMBER 2012

AUGUST 2012

VISUALISTS

Andrea Bravo

Benjamin Starr

Bianca Bartz

Brad Woodard

Brittany Turner

Christina Tsevis

Elie

Futurity

Greg

Jarred Romley

Jason King

Jason Lankow

JD Rucker

Jessica Czeck

Josh Ritchie

Lizzie MacNeill

Neil Spencer

Nick Miede

Paul Caridad

Robbie Douglas

Shane Keaney

Shaun Sanders

Shawn Saleme

Skye Jordan

Steve Hauben

Steven Shoppman

Syed Balkhi

http://www.visualnews.com/2013/07/01/long-exposure-vietnam-war-photos-released/james-speed-hensinger-22/
http://www.visualnews.com/2013/07/01/long-exposure-vietnam-war-photos-released/james-speed-hensinger-32/
http://www.visualnews.com/2013/03/
http://www.visualnews.com/2013/02/
http://www.visualnews.com/2013/01/
http://www.visualnews.com/2012/12/
http://www.visualnews.com/2012/11/
http://www.visualnews.com/2012/10/
http://www.visualnews.com/2012/09/
http://www.visualnews.com/2012/08/
http://www.visualnews.com/author/abravo/
http://www.visualnews.com/author/bstarr/
http://www.visualnews.com/author/bbartz/
http://www.visualnews.com/author/brad-woodard/
http://www.visualnews.com/author/blturner/
http://www.visualnews.com/author/crosti/
http://www.visualnews.com/author/elie/
http://www.visualnews.com/author/futurity/
http://www.visualnews.com/author/gvoakes/
http://www.visualnews.com/author/jromley/
http://www.visualnews.com/author/jasonking/
http://www.visualnews.com/author/admin/
http://www.visualnews.com/author/jdrucker/
http://www.visualnews.com/author/jessicaczeck/
http://www.visualnews.com/author/joshritchie/
http://www.visualnews.com/author/lizzie/
http://www.visualnews.com/author/neilsonspencer/
http://www.visualnews.com/author/nickmiede/
http://www.visualnews.com/author/soloride/
http://www.visualnews.com/author/robbie/
http://www.visualnews.com/author/shanekeaney/
http://www.visualnews.com/author/shaunsanders/
http://www.visualnews.com/author/saleme/
http://www.visualnews.com/author/sjordan/
http://www.visualnews.com/author/shauben/
http://www.visualnews.com/author/steven-shoppman/
http://www.visualnews.com/author/syedbalkhi/


7/31/13 5:34 PMLong Exposure Vietnam War Photos Released

Page 4 of 6http://www.visualnews.com/2013/07/01/long-exposure-vietnam-war-photos-released/

http://www.visualnews.com/2013/07/01/long-exposure-vietnam-war-photos-released/james-speed-hensinger-75/
http://www.visualnews.com/2013/07/01/long-exposure-vietnam-war-photos-released/james-speed-hensinger-85/


7/31/13 5:34 PMLong Exposure Vietnam War Photos Released

Page 5 of 6http://www.visualnews.com/2013/07/01/long-exposure-vietnam-war-photos-released/

SHARE: TweetTweet 240 41 StumbleUpon

CATEGORY

TAGS

via amusing planet

Shawn Saleme is a full time writer for Visual News. Having traveled to over 45 countries, his
international escapades continue to influence his writing and perspective. When not in a foreign territory,
he makes his home on his sailboat in the West Coast. Become friends with him on Facebook and invite
him to share drinks and stories with you.
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