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There are many photos of the Vietnam War, but a veteran who took photos one fateful
evening decided to keep them secret. He has now released them 40 years later. They are a set
of night-time photos that documented a short battle between a US army camp and one lone Viet Cong
sniper. For a few days, the sniper had been firing down on the camp at night from a nearby hill. After the US
soldiers were frazzled enough, they decided the next time he shot at the camp, they would open up full force
on him. This was when James Speed Hensinger got out his camera and positioned himself for the fireworks
that were about to take place.

SEE ALSO VIETNAM: OLD PHOTOS ARE WINDOWS INTO THE PAST

Setting himself up in a guard tower near the perimeter of the camp, James took his 35mm Nikon FTN camera
and got ready. When darkness came, the sniper took his first shot and that’s when all hell broke loose on the
hill. Two 7.62mm M60 machine guns shot rounds from the left and right, with one red tracer shooting every
four bullets. An M42 Duster open turret tank fired its twin 40mm anti-aircraft guns and a M2 Browning .50
caliber machine gun shot high explosive shells creating white bursts of light. James shot away with his Nikon
using long exposures between 15 and one minute long.
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. . ) . . Captivating: The Bicycles: You Are
Upon returning and developing the film, James was surprised at how well they turned out. He decided he , . .
) A ) ) ) ) UK’s Homeless in What You Ride
wouldn’t make them public until 40 years later — and now, with the Vietnam war in the history books, it is a Black & Whit
ac ite

striking reminder of the raw fire power used in the conflict. When the US army sent out a patrol the next
morning, the Viet Cong sniper was never found, yet there was a blood trail leading away from the hill.
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Shawn Saleme is a full time writer for Visual News. Having traveled to over 45 countries, his
international escapades continue to influence his writing and perspective. When not in a foreign territory,
he makes his home on his sailboat in the West Coast. Become friends with him on Facebook and invite
him to share drinks and stories with you.
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